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EXDIS 
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TAGS MARR PFOR NATO BE US 

SUBJECT POSSIBLE EUCOM MOVE TO BELGIUM 

REF (A) STATE 314130, (B) BRUSSELS 12689, (C) BONN 0059 

1 . THE QUESTIONS RAISED IN REFTEL A CAN BEST BE ANSWERED, WE 
RECOGNIZE, BY EMBASSIES BONN AND BRUSSELS. AS A CONTRIBUTION 
TO CONSIDERATION OF THIS ISSUE, WE WOULD LIKE TO FLAG THE 
POSSIBLE NEED TO PREPARE ALLIES OTHER THAN BELGIUM AND THE 
FRG TO ACCEPT MOVE OF EUCOM TO BELGIUM SHOULD SUCH A DECISION 
BE MADE. 

2. THE MAIN CONCERN OF THE OTHER ALLIES, ASSUMING BELGIUM 
AND FRG AGREEMENT TO THE MOVE, IS LIKE TO FOCUS ON THE 
"AMERICANIZATION" OF THE IMMEDIATE ENVIRONS OF SHAPE, WHICH 
COULD GIVE THE APPEARANCE OF AN OVERWHELMING US PRESENCE. 
THIS, WE BELIEVE, WOULD BE A PLAUSIBLE CONCERN, BUT 

COULD BE ALLEVIATED BY STRESSING THE POSITIVE ASPECTS 
TO THE ALLIANCE OF THE MOVE. THEREFORE, FROM A STRICTLY 
NATO STANDPOINT, WE BELIEVE THAT IF BELGIUM AND THE FRG 
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AGREE TO THE MOVE, THAT THE OTHER NATO ALLIES ARE 
UNLIKELY TO RAISE MAJOR OBJECTIONS IF REPEAT IF THEY 
RECEIVE TIMELY AND COMPREHENSIVE BRIEFINGS ON THE 
RATIONALE FOR SUCH A MOVE. 

3. ASIDE FROM THE OBVIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL 
ADVANTAGES TO SACEUR OF RELOCATING EUCOM, WE BELIEVE THAT 
A VALID STRATEGIC CONSIDERATION CAN BE INVOKED TO JUSTIFY 
RELOCATION; NAMELH, THAT EUCOM HEADQUARTERS, LIKE OTHER 
MAJOR NATIONAL AND NATO HEADQUARTERS, WOULD BEST BE 
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LOCATED TO THE REAR OF EUCOM COMBAT UNITS. MANY EUCOM 
COMBAT UNITS ARE CURRENTLY STATIONED IN THE STUTTGART AREA. 

THIS STRATEGIC ARGUMENT, PROPERLY DEVELOPED, COULD BE 
UTILIZED WITH DAVIGNON (REF B ), AND HELP MEET POTENTIAL 
FRG CONCERNS EXPRESSED IN PARA 4 OF REF C. STRAUSZ-HUPE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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